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to hall walls. Wood carpet, or hardwood floors, al- 
though extremely suitable for the flooring of halls, 
are yet costly, and perhaps the average householder 
would prefer to purchase a carpet for covering the 
floor of a hallway, and body Brussels is the best for 
this purpose, as it will resist tear and wear the 
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Design for Colonial Cabinet. By J. C. Swinnerton. 

longest. The design should be geometrical— if 
possible in harmony with the wallpaper. The pat- 
tern should be close, rich in coloring, but not too 
dark. A plain carpet is, or plain linoleum, perhaps 
the most desirable for the hall floor, because a pat- 
tern or border makes the space appear narrower, 
whereas a perfectly plain floor covering gives the 
greatest impression of space. But few rugs are 
necessary. There should be one at the end of the 
staircase, and one in front of the vestibule door, 
and these will suffice. 

For a small hall, the furniture needed is a hall- 
piece, which should be as large as is consistent with 
the proportion of the room. Of course it should 
have a mirror, on account of the extreme useful- 
ness of such an article ; but where the hall-piece is 
deemed too expensive, very beautiful wall mirrors 
can be purchased, with pegs attached to the frame, 
and this, hung upon the wall, with a plain good sized 
table underneath, with one or two rush bottomed 
chairs, will complete the furnishing of the room. 
Of course, there are chairs made entirely in pol- 
ished oak, that are eminently suitable for hall fur- 
nishings. An umbrella stand in tile is a useful ap- 
pendage, that can be had as cheap as two dollars, 
but higher priced ones are more lasting. Very few 
* pictures will suffice for the hallway, as, on account 
of the very poor light, there is but little induce- 
ment to hang them in this part of the house, but a 
couple of engravings of bold design, or photo- 
graphs will suffice to relieve the walls of their 
bareness. 

BASEMENT HALL. 

The city house usually has a basement hall, which 
ought to be treated similarly to the upper hall. 
The walls should be as light as possible, and there 
should be an outer glass door. 

The best floor covering is oilcloth, of linoleum, in 
light colored patterns, resembling tiles, to resist 
the wear and tear of the tread of those who bring 
in the daily household supplies. 

The gas jet ought to have a handsomely colored 
shade, there taking our cue from the motto that : 
"The gay lantern make6 decorative the gleams of 
the kerosene flame." Here a row of pegs fastened 
to the wall for the children's school coats and hats 
will be found useful. 



NEW IDEAS FOB HOME DECORATION. 
By Anna O'Donnell. 

JUST where to place a white marble bust in a 
small parlor is often a puzzling question; but 
an arrangement recently seen solves the difficulty 
very satisfactorily. The bust was placed high 
enough to be on a level with the eye, a nook being 
formed by two panels of pale green plush, fitted to 
a corner of the room. Shelves were placed across 
the top and bottom, the lower and larger one of 
which was covered with the plush. A rich piece of 
white and gold brocade silk was artistically draped 
around the alcove thus formed, and here the beau- 
tiful " Venus de Mllo " was seen in strong relief 
from the other ornaments in the room. 

The space below was filled by a small "occa- 
sional" table in white and gold, on which were dis- 
played some quaint bits of 'silver and other curios. 



the design, "Cupid Directing a Bird Choir." A 
border of dark green plush adds greatly to the 
beauty of the painting, the whole forming a most 
attractive feature of the room. 

A SIMPLE, yet effective, treatment of the back 
■**■ of an upright piano may be seen in the parlor 
of a well known writer. 

A beveled mirror has a broad flat frame of pine 
wood, the exact size of the surface to be concealed, 
covered with Lincrusta Walton, finished in old 
ivory. Across the top of the frame a brass rod is 
fastened, from which, on either side, hang curtains 
of soft, heavy silk of a rich amber shade, blending 
perfectly with the tint of the frame. 

A tall palm stands near one end of the mirror, 
and in front of it is a low Turkish tea-stool, enam- 
elled old ivory, upon which is a dainty tete-a-tete 
set of rose color Belleek. The whole is reflected in 
the mirror, with charming effect. 




Design for Colonial Cabinet. By J. C. Swinnerton. 



UPRIGHT pianos are no longer set straight 
against the wall; and various devices are 
thought of to conceal the ugly appearance of the 
back. Here is an excellent place for a piece of 
tapestry painting. A piano thus treated has for 



A NOVEL and original wall fitment, which will 
add beauty to a room, and may also serve as a 
souvenir of a summer at the sea-shore, is easily ar- 
ranged. Such a treatment, recently seen, was 
especially artistic, filling the whole space between 



two windows at one end of a back parlor, prepared 
in rose color. A shelf ten inches wide was placed 
about four feet from the floor, and enamelled a faint 
rose color. On the edge was fastened a tiny sil- 
vered rod, from which hung a curtain of sea-green 
China 6ilk, which extended to the base board. 

Above the shelf, from a silvered rod, fastened to 
the picture moulding, hung a similar curtain, filling 
in all the space from the frieze to the shelf. 
Against this back- 
ground hung three 
dainty water colors — 
marine views — in 
frames of white and 
silver. These were 
prettily draped with 
Waban net, a soft, open 
work material, closely 
resembling iibh or seine 
netting. It was of a 
lighter green than the 
silk, being quite the 
color of sea-foam. 

The curtain below 
the shelf formed the 
background of a fringe 

of tiny sea shells — the joint collection of a family. 
Some were white, otbers were 6ilvered, or tinted 
rose color, or pale green. Of course the ornaments 
upon the shelf should be in keeping with the rest 
of the decoration. One or two large sea shells, a 
small birch canoe filled with sea grasses, a jar of 
cat-tails, etc., would all be appropriate. 



ivory white or tan color, for paint has its U6es and 
is coming into favor again, which is a welcome 
word to some whose homes are hopelessly painted 
and have therefore been a little passe in the long 
reign of fashion in which paint has been tabooed 
as inartistic. Now, be it known, paint is not in- 
artistic, for some of the prettiest color schemes may 
be accomplished in a painted room. 
This room of which I speak was not large and a plain 





English Pen Drawing. Cover for the Hobby Horse. 
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Such an arrangement cannot fail to delight the 
eye — at least for several months. 



A BEAUTIFUL COLOR SCHEME. 
Br Rosjb Sbeltk-Miller. 

A SIMPLE parlor with north and ea6t windows 
were beautifully decorated, or ratherfurni6hed 
as follows : Because the room had an outlook both 
east and north, two color schemes were combined 
and a charming effect produced. 

The woodwork was of pine and was stained a soft 
tan color and finished with oil. It might just as 
well have had simply an oil finish or been painted 



English Pen Drawing. A Landscape. By E. H. New. 

ingrain ceiling paper gave an added size seemingly to 
it. The side walls had an ingrain paper in soft tints of 
tan and handsome frieze of fourteen Inches in the 
same color but a little darker in tone, and showing 
a bold design of chrysanthemums in shades of ivory, 
tan, pink, and soft browns, in leaves and stems. 
The ceiling is lighter than the side wall decoration. 
Do not make the mistake of using large figured 
paper upon a small room; a plain one gives a more 
spacious air and makes a lovely background for 
pictures, or one suitably designed makes a decora- 
tion in itself. I have seen the entire effect of a room 
spoiled by the unwise use of pictures. These should 
be well chosen and add to the decoration rather 
than detract therefrom. It is not always the ex- 
pensive pictures that give the most pleasing results; 
sometimes inexpensive ones add a certain touch of 
beauty to a room that nothing else could effect. 
Do not mistake my meaning and think I advocate 
the indiscriminate use of cheap pictures. This is 
very far from my intention. 

An arch was draped with portieres showing a dull 
shade of old pink; this predominated although the 
other colors were shown, too; tan, ivory amber, and 
golden browns. The main portion of the portiere 
being in the dull old pink. These portieres were 
hung upon brass poles and were simply turned over 
at the top to form a sort of valance. In this room 
we wish to avoid walnut and heavy curtain poles. 
These have a place, but not in a room with these 
appointments. The windows had cream Holland 
shades finished with a handsome fringe, and over 
these were hung ecru lace net curtains; these were 
hung upon slender brass poles and were turned 
over at the top similarly to the portieres. These 
were allowed to hang in full soft folds to the floor, 
although old gold curtain loops were supplied 
ready for use in case of need or wish. 

A sofa, a large rocker upholstered in tapestry the 
same colors as the carpet, a rattan rocker and one 
of oak, with cushions of dull old pink, a couple of 
cherry side chairs and an oak table finished the ap- 
pointments of a very co3y little room. 

I see that I have neglected the floor covering en- 
tirely, and will speak of it now, for after the walls 
are considered, the floor is most important. Rugs 
are very fashionable, but for certain reasons an all 
over carpet was preferred in this room. This was 
of good quality of body Brussels, and had a conven- 
tional foliage design, the ground being soft tan and 
the design was carried out in soft brown amber, 
old pink cream and ecru. 

A rug was spread in front of the sofa and car- 
ried out the same colors. 

A handsome brass parlor lamp was placed in one 
corner and had a silk shade of old pink, but would 
have been pretty with yellow; bookshelves give a 
homelike appearance to a room and would not be 
out of place. 



DECORATIVE NOVELTIES. 

By Carrie May Ashton. 

AMONG the latest Japanese novelties are double 
silk paper lanterns which are made one within 
the other. The inside lantern is decorated in deli- 
cate colors and the designs are grasses, flowers and 
birds, while the outer one is of gauze. The effect 
from the outside very 
handsome. 

Exquisite photo- 
graph frames are made 
of white parchment 
embroidered in gold. 
For this purpose gold 
thread and gold bul- 
lion are both used and 
yellow 6ilk is used to 
sew them down with. 
A new table which 
is very attractive and 
popular has an em- 
bossed leather top. 

The latest fad is to 
have colored lawn pil- 
low slips embroidered in white linen thread. 

Rope portieres and lambrequins are more popular 
than last season and many new novelties are seen. 

Bamboo sheeting, it is thought by many, will soon 
be in great demand for small trays, screens, fans, 
etc. 

Bagdad curtains in five stripes of different colors 
which blend harmoniously are very handsome and 
much liked. 

Muslin curtains have lost none of their popularity 
for drawing and bed-room windows. Many of the 
new patterns are very artistic. 

Some of the new importations have frilled borders 
and are embroidered in delicate shades of silk. 

Many unique and pleasing designs are found 
among the new brocades, damasks and French tap- 
estries. 

The latest thing for fancy work is Tokio crepe, 
which is a Japanese goods and is found in delicate 




English Pen Drawing. Prize Design for a Poster." 
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shades of pink, yellow and green, with a white pat- 
tern in varied lines scattered over it, which is a 
clever imitation of the grain of wood. 
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